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A SERMON, &-c. 


Th E circumſtances relating to the text my 
dear departed, venerable father, and affec- 
tionate and ſteady friend, had choſen for the 
ſubject of his funeral diſcourſe, are ſome- 
what ſingular. The Sabbath-day morning 
on which he was ſeized with the complaint, 
which terminated in his death, I was not ac- 
quainted with his ſituation, having ſeen him 
on the preceding evening, and left him as 
well as uſual, Being. at Mr. Allnutt's at 
Wycombe; before the family came together - 
in the morning, I took the Bible and opened 
at the ſixtieth chapter of Iſaiah, and when I 
came to the twentieth verſe, my attention 
was unexpectedly arreſted; and by a ſtrong 
impreſſion on my mind it was ſuggeſted, 
+ Soon, very ſoon, you will be called to 
conſider this ſubject in relation to your 
| A 2 friend.“ 


E 
friend.“ My ſpirits, which are too prone to 
dejection, were greatly depreſſed, and a train 
of very gloomy ideas being preſented, I found 
it expedient to cloſe the book, and divert my 
attention from the painful ſubject. I am not 
diſpoſed to attend to ſuch impulſes in religt- 
ous concerns, not warranted by the word of 
God, as they might lead to wild enthuſiaſm; 
but it ſtrikes me very forcibly, that this im- 
preſſion was intended as a premonition, and 
as preparatory to this ſolemn event. Imme- 
diately on leaving my friend's houſe, a meſ- 
ſenger rode by me, who was going in haſte 
for medical aſſiſtance. It is not eaſy to de- 
ſeribe what my feelings were when I was 
informed that the caſe of my friend was ex- 
ceeding dangerous. But if the diſtant view 
of his departure was painful, what are my 
ſenſations now it is realized? His remains 
are juſt committed to the filent tomb, and 
we are now paying the laſt reſpect to his 
memory, as to the memory of the juſt which is 
bleſſed. J aſk your prayers that I may be 
aſſiſted in the duties of this affecting ſervice ; 
and let your- hearts be lifted up, that this 
ſolemn diſpenſation may be ſanctified for 


our eternal profit and the glory of God, 


while 
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fore us. 


Iſaiah Ix. 20. | 
Thy fun ſhall no more go down, neither ſhall 
thy moon withdraw ſelf; for the Lord 
ſhall be thine everlaſting light, and the days 
of thy mourning ſhall be ended. 


Tuls chapter contains the ſtrongeſt and 
moſt ample aſſurances of the exceeding g great 
proſperity and enlargement of the Jewiſh 
church. The abundance of the ſea ſhall be 
converted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles 
ſhall come unto thee; theſe are they that fly 
as a cloud, and as doves to their windows. 
The text, in its connexion, may literally 
refer to the Jewiſh church and ſtate, after 
being afflicted with dark and gloomy diſpen- 
ſations, and deſolating judgments, by the 
enemy which was he rod of the divine anger, 
and the flaff of God's indignation. Theſe ad- 
verſities were to be followed with great ſe- 
curity, felicity, and glory. Violence ſhall no 
more be heard in thy land, waſting nor deſtruc- 
lion within thy borders; but thou ſhalt call thy 

walls Jaluation, and thy gates praiſe. The 
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while I attempt to conſider the ſubject be- 
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fun ſhall be no more thy light Ly day, neither 
for brightneſs ſhall the moon give light unto 
thee ; but the Lord ſhall be unto thee an ever- 
laſting light, and thy God thy glory. 

It may be conſidered, alſo, with no leſs 
propriety, as applicable to the gofpel diſpen- 
ſation, when the Sun of Righteouſneſs aroſe 
on our benighted world, with his light and 
glory; and "the church was Nominated and 
adorned with the perfection of beauty, which 
he is called in the beginning of our chapter 
to manifeſt. Ariſe, ſhine; for thy light is 
come, and the glory of the Lord is riſen upon 
'{ *; 

However various the opinions of wiſe and 

good men are, relating to the millennium, or 
the vaſt increaſe of the light of divine truth 
in the latter day, we may reſt aſſured from 
this chapter, which may apply to this ſtate 
of the church, that the period will come 
when inveterate ſuperſtition, obſtinate pre- 
| judices, perverſe reaſonings, and habitual 
vices, theſe ſtrong holds of Satan, ſhall yield 
to the mighty, the omnipotent, energy of 
divine truth. 

But our dear departed friend was not em- 
ploying his mind in theſe pious ſpeculations ; 

he 


C77 
he appears to have been admitted within the 
vail; and, like John, he was favoured with 
a fight of the holy city, the new Feruſalem, 
even that city which has no need of the fun, 
neither of the moon, to ſbine in it: for the glory 
of God doth ligbten it, and the Lamb is the 
light thereof *. He was indulged with an 
aſſurance of his citizenſhip ; and having a view 
of the text in its higheſt and nobleſt ſenſe, he 
applied it to that ſtate of glory into which 
the ſouls of the faithful enter at their death ; 
for which he was fitted, and rejoiged that he 
could ſay, for himſelf, that his fun ſhould no 
more go down, neither ſhould his moon withdraw 
herſelf; for the Lord would be his everlaſting 
light, and the days of his mourning ſhould be 
ended. 
LI only mean to give you the outlines of a 
ſermon, being chiefly concerned to bring 
forward his dying teſtimony, and ſolemn 
charges; the weight and importance of 
which muſt needs affect you, and prove 
more intereſting than any thing I can ſay. 
To adopt his own words, The expreſſions 
of dying men are ſometimes uſeful.” The 
text, FE 
Rev. xxi, 2—23. 
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In the / place, . implies the inceſſant and 
affecting viciſſitudes of divine Providence; 
and ſecondly, it aſſerts the permanent and un- 
varying bliſs which will ſucceed. © Thy 
n more go down,“ Ke. . 


iſt. Changing en 1 affecting viciſ. 
ſitudes attend our preſent A 

Mutability is to be ſeen throughout the 
| whole ſyſtem of created exiſtence. "Udierkt 
| nature 1s conſtantly varying ; changeableneſs 
marks every object; it is eſſential to the very 
| conſtitution of things-as they now appear. 
| | Look Nature through, tis revolution all, 


| | Day follows night, and night the dying day. 
| Stars riſe and ſet. | 


| The earth and ſeas are ever in motion, no 
ſeaſon continues long in the ſame ſtate, 
Time, age, ſickneſs, and innumerable acci- 
$Z dents, produce alterations on the face of all 
animal exiſtence; the pleaſing form and 
b faſhion of terreſtrial objects paſs away. This 
| is the fruit of fin; all fleſh is as graſs, and 
all the glory of man as the flower of graſs. 
The graſs withereth, and the flower thereof 
Jaueth away x. Immutability is the exclu- 


_ 
__ 


| * 7 Pet. i. 24. | 
R b ſive 
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ſive prerogative of Jehovah. While the very 
heavens wax old as a garment, he 1s the ſame 

yeſterday, to-day, and for ever. 
There are numerous changing Occurrences 
in the righteous and myſterious adminiſtrations 
of dine Providence. What convulſions have 
been lately felt at the very centre of human 
governments! What violent agitations 
through the kingdoms of the world ! What 
general expectation of ſomething new ! Look 
back to paſt ages, and you will ſee that peace 
and war, unity and diſcord, plenty and fa- 
mine, proſperity and adverſity, have been al- 
ternately changing, not only in the largeſt 
ſocieties, but in narrower circles, and even 
among individuals. The great wheel of Pro- 
vidence is ever in motion, and that part of it 
which is this moment loweſt, the next is 
elevated to the top. What events may attend 
us we know not. It is the higheſt felicity 
to be prepared for the worſt, Juſtice or 
mercy take the lead in theſe diſpenſations. 
It would be difficult to ſay with certainty, 
which 1s moſt diſplayed. Mercy abuſed, oc- 
caſions dreadful work for juſtice; and the 
adminiſtration of juſtice ſanctified, gives an 
occaſion for mercy to return to promote hu- 
man 


— 
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man happineſs. .Foſeph ſaw the immediate 
hand of God in the diverſified ſcenes through 
which he paſſed;—and was reſigned.—It was 
this that ſupported the patience of Job, and 
led him meekly to adore God in the moft 
painful trials: The Lord gave, and the Lord 
hath taken away; and bleſſed be the name of the 
Lord. His hand is in all that befalls us: 7 
there evil in the city and the Lord hath not 
done it? Though unſeen, he is there, —in the 
form, in the whirkwind, in the fire, in the 
earthquake, and in the fill ſmall voice. I form 
the light, and create darkneſs ; I make peace, and 
create evil; I the Lord do all theſe things *. Sa- 
tisfied of the infinite wiſdom of God, we are 
Mill; we learn quietude, content, and ſilence. 
| The difjolutton of earthly relations, into 
which we enter often with too ſanguine ex- 
peRations. This conſideration gives a full 
eſtabliſhment to the truth of our doctrine. 
What fluduating friendſbips have we found! 
| we have attempted to pluck the roſe, but 
] | have been pierced with the thorn. What 
; poignant anguiſh have we found in ſeparation 
from the objects of our affeftion ! The gourd 
was eaten of the worm, and we no longer 


enjo 
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enjoyed, the delightful ſhade. The pains of 
ſuch viſitations are too well known to tender 
ſenfibility. How unſertied our fituation ! 
There is a dead fly in every one of our pots of 
ointment. Our wartnieſt neſts have their in- 
conveniences. Coul i that ſpot be found 
whete they have not, there we ſhould be 
diſpoſed to build. Some evil muſt neceſſarily 
exiſt, ſome defirable accommodation muſt be 
lacking. Seek not perfect convenience; fot 
the moſt experienced will aſſure you that 
your purſuit is vain. 'This 7s not your reſt, it 
is polluted, —atiſe, therefore, and depart. As 
you have been, you ſtill will be toſſed hither 
and thither; therefore do not fix on what 
you muſt be torn from: but we are ſo ſenſual, 
that we may well ſay, who is ſufficient 
for theſe things?“ 

: l Our hearts are faſten'd to the world 
By ſtrong and vaxious ties; 


But every ſorro cuts a ſtring, 
And urges us to Tiſe.” ——(G0LDSM1TH. 


But amidſt allthe mutations which attend 
us and our proſpeas; there is no embarraſ- 
ment with him Who with infinite compo- 
fure, and eternal calfanefs, directs every vary- 

ing 
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ing event to his own glory and the good of 
his choſen. 

' How varying are our frames! Their 
changes ariſe from different cauſes ; trying 
providences, —Satan's temptations, —in ward 
depravity, — the want of health, — bodily 
weakneſſes and pains, give a great variety 
to our ſenſations. 'To-day we poſſeſs peace 
and comfort, to-morrow we are in trouble ;— 
now we are lifted up with joy, anon we are 
plunged into the depths of ſorrow ; our hope 
is ſhaken ; dejection, and a kind of deſpair, 
ſucceeds. WVithout are fightings, and within 
are fears. Thus our ſun often goes down, 
and our moon withdraws itſelf, We loſe 
ſuperior and inferior evidence; but the times 
of refreſhing return again, and we proceed 
with great cheerfuluets and alacrity in our 
. David found this diverſity in the 
frame of his mind; þ Lord," by thy favour thou 
haſt made my mountain 6% land ſtrong : thou 
didft hide thy face, and I was troubled*. Our 
departed friend was generally happy and 
cheerful through life; but he had his exer- 
Ciſes, and in his laſt hours he was haraſſed 


* —_— a " 
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* Pal. xxx. 7. 
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by the great adverſary. On ſuch occaſions, 
fixing his eyes, he would ſay, Be gone, 
be gone, you have nothing to do with me; 
you #now you have nothing to do with me; 
[ hate fin, I believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
get you gone, your's are lies.” Bleſſed con- 
fidence ! before ſuch language Satan cannot 
ſtand, Being thus reſiſted, he fled from 
him. | 
Theſe, and every other viciſſitude, will 
ſoon iſſue in the laßt important change of 
death; when our character and ſtate will be 
unalterably fixed x. Our ſun will then go 
down, as to our body, to viſe no more, till 
the morning of the reſurrection. In this mo- 
ment, how awful will it be, if our ſun 
ſhould ſet in the clouds of ignorance, guilt, 
and the blackneſs of deſpair ; and the pale 
moon of inferior joys be turned into an in- 
creaſe of that blood which mult reſt on our 
guilty heads! Mortality is inſcribed in inde- 
ible characters, on every relation, object, and 
enjoyment all things periſh in their uſing. 
Death is the door by which the faithful enter 
into life eternal; many of our dear friends 


* Rev. XXU. 11. 
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are gone before us, and we are on the 
threſhold. Through death the wicked muſt 
enter the doleful regions, of eternal miſery, 
*« Once loſt, our dear friend uſed to ſay, 
<« Joſt for ever.” — But let us -haſten to 
brighter ſcenes. 

The permanent and unvarying bl. if which 
Hall ſucceed theſe changes at rhe death of the 
bleſſed. 

It ſuppoſes the immortality of the foul of 

„ Which renders ſuch a ſtate eſſential to 

its ultimate felicity. The ſoul is that ſpi- 
ritual, reaſonable, immortal ſubſiſtence, from 
which originate our thoughts, our defires, 
our reaſoning ; which diſtinguiſh us from the 
brute creation, and in which conſiſt, chiefly, 
our reſemblance to God. This ſubſiſtence is 
ſpiritual, becauſe it thinks; it is immortal, 
becauſe it is ſpiritual. The ſcripture repre- 
ſents man as endowed with the privilege of 
_ underſtanding, — with the knowledge of God, 
—with wiſdom and immortality, —and the 
hope. of futyre and eternal happineſs. At 
men only are its threatenings pointed, which 
reſpe& the puniſhment of another world, and 
the pains of hell. Scripture, reaſon, and ex- 


_ perience, abundantly ſupport this doctrine. 
6 The 


6160 

The ſoul is not neceſſarily immortal in the 
ſame ſenſe God is; for He only hath immorta- 
lity in himſelf. Our immortal exiſtence de- 
pends on the drvine will, —it is his manifeſt 
and irreverſible purpoſe, that the ſouls which 
he has made ſhall not fail before him.—The 
redemption by Chriſt to eternal life, ſupports 
our ideas, —as likewiſe, the ſoul's diflatisfac- 
tion with all created good, as incapable of 
making it truly happy, or affording it any ſa- 
tisfaction ſuited to its wiſhes. The language 
of the creature, in regard of ſolid felicity, 
is, It is not in me.” And, ſooner or later, 
the generality of mankind are brought to ſay, 
of every thing beneath the ſun, ** Miſerable 
comforters are ye all.” Solid peace and con- 
tentment are ſeldom ſeen to dwell in thoſe 
ſituations where every earthly good abounds 
in the richeſt profuſion. But in the abſence 
of all created good, the renewed mind can 
find its reſt in God, in this boundleſs and un- 
decaying good it centers, and is completely 
provided with whatever it wiſhes, and is for- 
ever bleſſed. David reduces this doctrine to 
experience, Return unto thy reſt, O my ſoul, 
for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee. 
Like the needle, touched with the magnet, 

| he 
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he felt the ever-varying motion, till he came 
to this point: or, like the dove, he found no 
reſt, for even the ſole of his foot, till he en- 


tered the great ark of falvation. This holy 


. quietude the godly have experienced in all 


caſes, under the heavieſt croſſes, - the deepeſt 
afflictions, the moſt painful agonies, —and 


in the worſt of deaths. Over all theſe they 


have triumphed, and been more than con- 


querors “. 


This exalted flate of bliſs will moſt perfectly 
correſpond with the whole circle of our deſires. 
Man, in his preſent conſtitution, is a com- 
pound of heaven and earth ; and a portion of 
both worlds 1s needful for his happineſs. But 
when we are like him, who 1s our ſpiritual 
Head, we ſhall be completely holy, alto- 
gether ſpiritual; and heavenly enjoyments 
will anſwer all the deſigus of infinite wiſdom 
and boundleſs love. God will be all in all. 
There is an admirable ſurtableneſs in this ſtate 
to the nature of the ſoul, as it is ſpiritual. 
The ſubje& which cloſed the miniftry of our 


dear friend, was the qualifications for, and 


the glo:ious poſſeſſion of this eternal inhe- 


* Heb. xi. 
ritance, 


a 

tance. 1 Peter i. 2, 3, 4. He contemplated 
the glory, and anticipated the felicity he now 
joy fully poſſeſſes. His happy ſpirit was pre- 
pared for the heavenly fruitions. Holineſs 
was bis element—in it he lived, breathed, 
and had his delight. The fiſh lives in the 
water; the bird in the air; and the worm 
in the earth: to exchange elements would 
be death to either, and not leſs ſo to a pious | 
ſoul, to breathe any other air, but that of 
the new heavens ; to tread on any other but 
the new earth; or to partake of any other 
water, for mental refreſhment, but that of 
eternal life. 2 | 

This ſtate will be ſuited to the extent of if 
the capacity of mind, yea, infinitely exceed it. 
The ſoul ſhall be qualified f contemplate the 
glory that ſhall be diſplayed to that degree, as 
ſhall create everlaſting admiration, love, and 
praiſe. No darkneſs ſhall remain—we ſhall 
ſee as we are ſeen; and know even as alſo we 
are known. Enjoying the moſt perfect free- 
dom from every incumbrance, and in the ab- 
ſence of every beclouding imperfection, we 
ſhall ſee him as he is, and be for ever like 
him x. Not only ſhall we be capacitated for 
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_ contemplation, but for fruition. There the 
ſaints are filled with all the fulneſs of God, 
The Lamb which is in the midſt of the throne 
ſhall feed them, and fhall lead them unto 
fountains of living waters, and God ſhall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes. 

This bliſs will be ſuited to the duration of 
the ſoul. That which is immortal may be 
conſidered as eternal. The immortal inhabi- 
tant muſt have a manſion that is eternal, 
We know that if the earthly houſe of this taber- 
nacle were diſſolved, we have a building of 
God, a houſe not made with hands eternal in 
the heavens. Were an idea to enter the minds 
of the bleſſed, that their bliſs could ceaſe, 
their joys would expire, and their harps would 
be on the willqws, if willows were in heaven. 
«© Perpetuity of bliſs is bliſs.” The eternity 
of heaven is the very heaven of heavens. 

But the perfection of our glory will not be 
till zhe reſurrection of the juſt. Our bodies, 
which are ſown in corruption, ſhall be raiſed 
in incorruption ; their diſhonour ſhall be fol- 
lowed with glory, and their weakneſs with 
power. That Jeſus for whom we look, 

ſhall change our vile bodies, that they may be 
faſhioned like unto his glorious body, according 
to 


(09 7 
to the working whereby he is able to ſubdue 
all things unto himſelf. Thus ſhall we be 
completely qualified for the enjoyments of 
heaven, What a glorious object for divine 
contemplation will Jehovah be to the re- 
deemed ſpirit ! Every perfection will ap- 
pear diſplayed, through the Redeemer, in 
the felicity and glory of his church. In- 
finitely ſhort does the language of inſpiration 
fall in deſcribing the bleſſedneſs of heaven. 
In our preſent embodied ſtate we are not ca- 
pable of any juſt idea of it. How feeble then 
are my attempts to manifeſt this glory! If 
my dear departed friend 1s now attentive to 
what I am ſpeaking (and I know not but 
he may be), with a heavenly ſmile he pities 
my weakneſs, while he approves the attempt. 
What glory will adorn. the ſoul while em- 
ployed in contemplation in the upper world! 
Me ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as he 
is. How unfading the palm! The inberit- 
ance is incorruptible, undefiled, and fadeth not 
away. | 
There is the ceſ/ation, yea, the annihilation 


of every cauſe of ſorrow. The days of 


thy mourning ſhall be ended. Our friend 
was a cheerful chriſtian, and clearly evinced 
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that religion was not intended to leſſen our 
pleaſures, but to animate, refine, and exalt 
them: he was nevertheleſs frequently cloth- 
ed in ſackcloth. He greatly lamented his 
own depravity, and was no leſs grieved for 
that of others. The wickedneſs of thoſe 
around him often pierced his heart, and he 
prayed that God would not ay their ſin to 
their charge. He mourned to ſee the unſanc- 
tified tempers of profeſſors, and was diſtreſſed 
at their ill conduct: but he has done with 
grief“. Thy ſun ſhall no more go down, 
thy fun, thy own, as though it was excluſive 
property; 7hme, all thine, and as though it 
was only thine. Men of every deſcription, 
from the cottager to the firſt of emperors, 
look around on their poſſeſſions, and are 
1 pleaſed with the idea is 7s mine. But 
| what are ſuch puny claims, compared to 
the treaſures, which the true believer may 
appropriate? He can fay of him who is the 
centre and circumference of all natural, pro- 
vidential, moral, {piritual, and eternal good, 
* he is mine.” He is my inheritance to make 
me rich, my ſhield to defend me in my 


* Rev, i. 5. 


rightful 


1 

rightful poſſeſſions; and, in yonder bliſsful 
ſtate, my ſun ever to ſhine on me; for there 
it is day, all day, yea, always day. There 7s 
no night there. Theſe ſkies are always fe- 
rene; the air is ever pure; the inhabitants 
are no more ich. Let us for a moment con- 
traſt the preſent with the future world, in 
the words of Mr. Flavell, with a little vari- 
ation: Here defiling corruption, there per- 
fect purity; here heart-rending ſorrows, 
there the fulneſs of joy; here entangling 
temptation, there everlaſting freedom ; here 
diſtreſſing perſecution, there eternal quie- 
tude; here pinching wants, there univerſal 
ſupplies; here diſtreſſing fears, there the 
higheſt ſecurity ; here deluding ſhadow, but 
there ſubſtantial good.” They eat of the tree 
of hfe, and live jor ever. A word now by 
way of application, 


Our venerable friend was eminent for per- 


ſonal religion, the only preparation for this 
olory, which he realized with fervent de- 
fire and triumphant joy. His was vital, 
pure, undefiled religion, unaffected and ex- 
alted piety, Such was his inoffenſive life, 
that, with great propriety, we may adopt 


the expreſſion of a poor man concerning 
him, as his corple was carrying to the 
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prayer “&; and was favoured with much com- 


experience, and conduct, proved to all who knew him, that 
be was bleſſed and made a bleſſing to many. With great 


TW) 
grave: There is a man in whoſe coat a 
moth-hole is not to be found.” He had, 
in the beft things, a ſound judgment, and 
would not give countenance to ſuch who 
did not moſt highly honour his Maſter. He 
poſſeſſed a devoted heart; he abounded in 


munion 


| Maidenhead, June 7, 1796. 
My dear Friend, e 


Ir was a very comprehenſive promiſe which God 
made to Abraham, I will bleſs thee, and thou ſhalt be a bleſſ- 
ing.“ Our dear departed friend's ſentiments, diſpoſition, 


pleaſure I recollect his uniform affection, and his often ſaying 
„Religion was nothing but love:” nor was he leſs diſtin- 
guiſhed for prayer. He prayed without ceaſing.” It was 
no uncommon thing for prayer to be made in his houſe 
ſeven times a day. It was his conſtant practice, in company 
with his wife, to pray three times a day. And in caſe of ab- 
ſence, they met at the throne of grace at the ſame hour in 
the evening. He availed himſelf of every opportunity of 
the prayers of his friends, adopting the common proverb, 
That nothing is got by thieving nor loſt by praying.” The 
laſt time I had the pleaſure of viſiting him, after dinner, he 
thus introduced prayer. Come, ſuppoſe we ſhould pray to- 
ther, it may not be 4% time; but it may be the 1a time, 
who can tell? and whether it be ſo or not, we ſhall not re- 
pent of having prayed together; do you think we ſhall ?” 
The ungodly cannot ſay ſo of their finful pleaſures. You 
know, dear fir, that our beloved friend Blackwell was bleſſed 
in his late wife with an help-meet. He has often ſaid to me, 
% Many wives are bindrances to a man's ſoul ; but my wife is 

an 
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munion with his God and Saviour. 1 have 


lately obſerved his mind to be greatly ab- 


ſtrated, 


an help, a help to my ſoul z—a ſpiritual help. This is a mercy, 
and a great one too: I eſteem it ſo; and I hope I am 
thankful for it, and always ſhall be. The following occur- 
rence will illuſtrate this truth. I received it from Mrs. Black- 
weli's own mouth: Our circumſtances were reduced very 
low indeed :—bills were brought in which we could not diſ- 
charge.—OQur friends had repeatedly aſſiſted us—we were 
aſhamed to apply to them again—we prayed to the Lord 


night and day, under a full perſuaſion, that he, to whom 


« all things were poſſible, could ſupply our wants. We 
prayed alternately, When my dear huſband finiſhed, I be- 
gan: when I ceaſed, he “ renewed his ſtrength,” and “ we 
wreſtled ; we wept; and made ſupplication.“ We pleaded 
our diſtreſs—our real wants — our concern for the Lord's 
glory—his power and faithfulneſs; and the diſhonour my 
dear huſband's impriſonment (which we had daily reaſon to 
fear) might bring on the cauſe of Chriſt. At length my 
mind was greatly impreſſed with theſe words, “The earth 
hclped the woman,” T examined them ; mentioned them 
to my huſband, and told him I believed our deliverance 
would be accompliſhed, and alſo was greatly encouraged by, 
„ will bring the blind by the way they know not; I will lead 
them in paths, that they bave not known: I will make dark- 
neſs light before them, and crooked things ſtraight : theſe 
things will I do unto them, and not forſake them.“ Iſaiah 
xlii. 16. I applied to a perſon who knew us, for fifty pounds, 
* I will conſult my ſon,” ſaid he, in a rough tone; but I am 
ſure we cannot ſpare it.” While they were conſidering it, I 
prayed to the God of Heaven. He returned. We cannot 
let you have but thirty.“ —*< That,” ſaid I, “ will not ſerve us, 
we want fifty.” He again left me, and I again addreſſed the 
Lord, who “ turns the hearts of men, as the waters, which 
| B 4 way 
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luntary prayer has ſtole from him ere he 


Elizabeth have left the world; they were much valued when 
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ſtrated, and a kind of inſtantaneous invo- 


way ſoever he pleaſeth.” The old gentleman returned with 
the fifty pounds. This was one ſtep to our deliverance. A 
ſecond perſon, who intended to have left my huſband a ſum 
of money by will, ſent for him at that time, and gave him the 
money before he died. A third perſon, in London, unſo- 
licited, ſent us down three hundred pounds worth of material; 
for making paper, with a letter, ſaying, we might pay him 
when, and as we could. Thus,” ſaid that dear woman, © we 
called upon God in the day of trouble; he delivered us, and 
we ought to glorify his name.” 

Thus << their captivity was turned;” their debts were 
diſcharged; they proſpered; and for the laſt twenty years 
enjoyed a comfortable ſufficiency to ſupply their .own need, 
gratify their hoſpitable diſpoſition to their friends, and their 
generous feelings towards the poor. 


e Why ſhould the wonders he hath wrought 
Be loſt in filence, and forgot?“ 


te After this,” ſaid Mrs. B.“ I thought we might have 
any thing of the Lord which he had promiſed: and | am per- 
ſuaded that if profeſſors would read their bibles more, and 
pray more, they would not complain from year to year of 
doubts and fears, as if the Lord had done nothing for them.” 
How well, my friend, does this accord with David's experi- 
ence, © I ſought the Lord, and he heard me, and delivered 
me from ALL MY FEARS,” 

In the death of this happy pair, another Zachariah and 


alive, but their worth is now known and felt to a greater 
degree. In the proſpect of meeting you, with them, in the 
preſence of the Redeemer and all his redeemed, 
| ] remain your's, 
very affectionately, 
JoHN COOKE. 
Was 
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was aware. His life was moſt exemplary ; 


he walked by the rule which his maſter had 


enjoined. Even the world will teſtify that 
he was an epi/tle of Chriſt, known and read of 
all men, and with general approbation.— His 
holy life recommended his religion, and gave 

dignity to his character in the ſight of all. 
As a miniſter of Chriſt, he was the honoured 
inſirument of preparing others for that ſtate of 
happineſs of which we have been ſpeaking. A 
miniſter, did I ſay? He was an le. He had 
a truly miſſionary ſpirit, an apoſtolick mind. 
Forty years with unwearied diligence he has 
been preaching the goſpel in this neighbour- 
hood, and the ſocieties round about us, 
He was uſed to call himſelf a fop-gap—he 
repaired and kept up the fences of the neigh- 
bouring churches to an extent of many miles, 
He ſcattered the good ſeed every where about 
us; in public by his miniſtry, in private by 
his friendly viſits, and in his kind and ready 
attention to the ſick and afflicted : theſe 
were profited by his faithful counſels, and 
his fervent prayers; nor did he ſay, where 
pecuniary ſupply was needful, Be ye warm- 
ed and be ye clothed ;*” for the bowels of 
hig compaſſion were never ſhut his charities 
were 
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were exceſlive—the canker did not corrode 
his gold. It was his great concern to do 
good in his life; “nor had he a ſingle wiſh,” 
to uſe his own words, for the continuance 
of it, but to be more uſeful, and advance 
more the glory of Jeſus Chriſt.” There 
are ſome in this aſſembly who were the firſt- 
fruits of his labours ; and, as his ſpiritual chil- 
dren, remain to this day living proofs of 
the power of his miniſtry. He has long la- 
boured, and for many years J have entered 
into his labours, and evidenced his uſeful- 
neſs. There is much ſeed, we hope ſtill, un- 
der the clods ; it is not periſhed, it will ve- 
getate, and ſpring, and produce the fruits of 
righteouſneſs, It has been watered with his 
prayers and tears, and the all- prolific ſun, 
we doubt not, will ſhine upon it. Not a 
grain ſhall be loft. You are now, with re- 
newed ſupplication, and tears, watering the 
{ame ſeed, Theſe tears and ſupplications are 
noticed in heaven; fail they cannot; they 
muſt have their effect; They that ſo in 
tears ſhall reap in joy. He that goeth forth 
and weepeth, bearing precious ſeed, ſhall 
doubileſs come again with rejoicing, bringing 
bis ſheaves with him*. 


* Pa. Cxxvl. 6, 6. 
As 
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As to the nature of our friend's miniſtry, 
it was ſimple and unaſfected. He aimed to 
do good, and forget himſelf. He only wiſhed 
to recommend his Maſter. His preaching 
was powerful, penetrating, and energetic. 
It was ſufficiently evident that he was not 
poſſeſſed of human learning. Be it fo: we 
will ſay, he knew his ſpiritual alphabet, 
from the alpha to. the omega, from the be- 
ginning to the end. He could ſpell the 
letters and ſyllables of this alphabet, and was 
well acquainted with the different parts of 
ſpeech could conſtrue, with accuracy, this 
pure language -was well read in the pro- 
phets and apoſtles, and had a quick under- 
ſtanding in the fear of the Lord. What 
though he had no acquaintance with letters, 
nor grammatical conſtruction; though he 
was a ſtranger to rhetorical flouriſhes, or 
well-turned periods; he was poſſeſſed of a 
treaſure far ſuperior to all theſe x. His ſharp- 
pointed arrows, from his bow of ſteel, di— 


*I am no enemy to learning; I conceive highly of 
erudition, and value learned men; but in the miniſtry of 
the goſpel it is not neceſſarily wanted and, in compa- 
riſon of influence and power, it is nothing, yea, leſs 
than nothing and vanity: this is daily demonſtrated. 


rected - 
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rected by an unerring hand, entered, fixed, 
and did their work; nor were they extracted 
till the balm was applied—till the virtues of 
the leaves of the tree of life were proved, 

which are for the healing of the nations. He 
frequently uſed to ſay, that he drew the 
bow at a venture—that the Lord had the 
direction of the arrow—that he knew not 

the caſes of the people—that he muſt ive 
with them to know them.” He entered 
not into the field with Saul's improved, but 
unconſecrated armour ; but, like David, with 
a fling and a fione from his ſhepherd”s bag, 
he prevailed over the Philiſtine. Goliath fell 
before him, and our Ifrael ſhouted ! He 
uſed to ſay, IT am no ſilver trumpet ; I 
am an unpoliſhed ram's horn.“ But his ſound 
was certain, powerful, and effeftive ; before 
it the ſtrong walls of Jericho fell, For 2he 
TWEeAapons of our warfare are not carnal, but 
mighty through God to the pulling down of 
ſtrong holds, caſting down imaginations, and 
every high thing that exalteth itſelf againſt 
the knowledge of God, and bringing into cap- 
tivity every thought to the obedience of Chriſt k. 


* 2 Cor. x. 4, 5. 


8 5 Perſons 
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Perſons deſtitute of ſpiritual taſte, and who 
had no reliſh for the goſpel in its ſimplicity, 
had their objections; and many refuſed the 
bread, becauſe, as he uſed to ſay, „it was 
brown bread, not ſerved up in a filver diſh.” 
But the Lord put honour on his miniſtry. 
He hath choſen the foohſh things of the world 
to confound the wiſe, and the weak things of 
the world, to confound the' things which are 
mighty; and baſe things of the world, and 
things which are deſpiſed, hath God choſen ; 
yea, and things which are not, to bring to 
nought things that are: that no fleſh ſhould 
glory in his preſence *%, What wonders were 
wrought in Nineveh by the ſhort but power- 
ful ſermon of Jonah! The wiſh of the lit- 
tle maid for her /eprous maſter, and the 
ſimple declaration of the woman of Samaria, 
were the means, under God, to effect the 
moſt important purpoſes! The greateſt 
things are often accompliſhed by the moſt 
unpromifing inſtruments. Many pride them- 
ſelves on being intended from their child- 
hood for the miniſtry ; and are not a little 
inflated with their literary attainments. It 


* 1 Cor. i, 26—28. 
5 would 
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would be an inſult on your judgment, ob- 
ſervation, and experience, to labour to evince 
that the moſt uſeful miniſters, among all de- 
nominations, have, in numerous inſtances, 
appeared to be thoſe who were not pre-ap- 
1 pointed by men for the work, but who have 
received their qualifications from the grace 
and gifts of the Holy Ghoſt ; and been direct- 
ed by the providence of God, into the ditter- 
ent communities where they exerciſe their 
miniſtry, We are not conſcious of pride 
in ſaying that we do not conceive that others 
ſtand on higher ground than theſe; and the 
moſt regular, if really good, are not aſhamed, 
with their maſter, to call them brethren. I ho- 
noured my departed friend as my biſhop; 
his name is dear to me; I loved him*; we 
lived and laboured in union and peace. O that 
a double portion of the ſpirit of my Elijah may 
reſt on me, and the mantle of his graces ever 
be worn by me; and may I inquire with 


diligence and good effect, both to myſelf and 


=" as * I loved him much; but now I love him more. 

F Like birds, whoſe beauties languiſh, halt concealed, 
Till mounted on the wing, their gloſſy plumes, 
Expanding ſhine with azure, green and gold. 
How bleflings brighten as they take their flight !”” You. 


e others, 
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others, where is the Lord God of Elijah ? 1 
bleſs God that he was ſo long continued. 
Many, however, are clothed in ſackcloth. 
We have put on our weeds—the churches 
mourn—the world feels and weeps too—la- 
mentation is heard all around us! The 
name of our place is Bochim, the place of 
weepers *, But Jeſus is not dead—the clouds 
may diſperſe—and who can tell but we may 
yet live to ſee the light. of the moon as the 
light of the ſun, and the light of the ſun, ſeven- | 
fold, as the light of ſeven days, in the day that i} 
the Lord bindeth up the breach of his people, 
and healeth this fore ſtroke of their wound +. i} 

In our friend there was an aſſemblage of 
excellencies. He was a lovely example for 
miniſters both in his ſpirit and diligence. He 
laboured even to wearineſs, but frequently 
would with cheerfulneſs ſay, It is better 
to wear out, than to ruſt out.” He was 1 
truly diſintereſted; he preached the goſpel * 
freely; he felt the truth of that declaration, [1 
It is more bleſſed to give than to receive. As | 
to myſelf and my brother who 1s near me, 
we are ſo circumſtanced in Providence, that 
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* Judges Xl. 5. + Iſa. xxx. 26. | 
the 
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the kindneſs of our friends is needful, yea 
required; for it is ordained of God, that they 
who preach the goſpel ſhould live of the goſpel. 
But his pocket {ſupported the cauſe as well 
as his miniſtry. With great propriety you 
may ſuppoſe him now ſaying to you, ** I 
have coveted no man's ſilver, or gold, or ap- 
parel ; ye yourſelves know that theſe hands 
have miniſtered unto my neceſſities, and to 
them that were with me. I have ſhewed you 
all things, how that ſo labouring, ye ought 
to fupport the weak, and to remember the 
words of the Lord Jeſus, how he ſaid, it 
is more bleſſed to give than to receive“. 
He was generous and open-hearted—like a 
true biſhop, given to hoſpitality, He was 
remarkably affectionate to his young friends, 
and greatly defirous of their ſalvation. For 
you alſo his prayers were fervent, and I hope, 
in due time, they will be anſwered, and 
bis kind advices recollected and affectionately 
regarded, May his death prove the mean of 
reviving them upon your minds; and may 
they ſink into your hearts, and be productive 
of happy effects! His true worth will be 


* AQ xx. 33, 34, 35. 
beſt 


1 


beſt ſeen now he is no more. The beauty 
and excellence of the favours of Providence 
are often concealed while we poſſeſs them. 
The plumage of a beautiful bird on the 
ground is hid; but when it riſes and takes 
its flight, its beauties appear. The worth 
of our dear departed friend, in a relative 
capacity, as father, maſter, neighbour, and 
friend, the general courſe of his conduct 
has amply proved ; and the circumſtances 
of his death have eſtabliſhed it as long as 
his memory ſhall live. I will now, with my 
feeble ray of light, reſembling that of the 
glow- worm, retire ; while this bright, burn- 
ing and ſhining light ſhall inſtru& you; and 
ſome of you, who may have heretofore de- 
ſpiſed his inſtruction, you ſhall fee, from his 
worn- out, broken piteher, the heavenly lamp 
diffuſing its rays in every direction, and en- 
lightening all around. I know but little, 
and have read but little, but it appears to 
me, that the valuable perſon of whom J 
am ſpeaking, is only exceeded by the vez 
nerable patriarch when giving his bleſſing 
to the twelve tribes. He honoured his Lord 
in his life, and the Lord favoured his ſervant 
in death. A grand-daughter, about twenty- 

. © Uh three 
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three years of age, going to viſit him, he 
ſaid to her, ** You have a praying grand- 


father, who has put up thouſands of peti- 


tions for you; but on theſe you muſt not 
depend; you mult pray for yourſelf—read 
the word of God, attend the means of 
grace, renounce the world, and take care 
what company you keep; the Lord bleſs 
ie, 3 

To the reverend Mr. Sleap he ſaid, The 
Lord bleſs you in your body and foul! The 
Lord bleſs you as a miniſter, and make you 
faithful and ſucceſsful! The Lord bleſs 
your child!“ 

To dear Mrs. Blackwell's niece, ** The 
Lord bleſs you! The Lord bleſs your huſ- 
band! The Lord bleſs your children! May 
you live holy, and die happy !” 

To his houſekeeper ; ** The Lord bleſs 
you! You have been a kind and faithful. 
friend to me, and the Lord will take care of 
you. We have often prayed together, you 


know. You may {till retire to your cloſet 


15 
. 


do not grieve—The Lord bleſs you 
To a daughter“ I am now going to do 


as good old Jacob did, to bleſs you all, my 
children, and then draw 'up my feet, and 


die. 


„ 
die. I will bleſs you all. I have put up 
thouſands of prayers for you. See you do 
not live without prayer; be ſue read the 


word of God; neglect not the means of. 


grace; keep the ſabbath holy. I have been 
a living, and now am a dying witneſs to 
the reality of religion —See now, I am not 
afraid to die, God bleſs you!“ 

To his other daughter“ See, here, a 
dying father I never forgot my children, 


though they were not with me ;—it is now. 
fifty years fince I began to pray. Hear you 


the goſpel—pray—read the word—keep the 
ſabbath but after all, remember, you muſt 
believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, if ever you 
are ſaved; and tell your huſband what a dy- 
ing father ſays. May the Lord bleſs you 
all!“ 
To another perſon he ſaid, „It is an aw- 
ful thing to be the inſtruments of bringing 
children into the world, and to be careleſs 


about their ſouls. —Your conſcience wit 


neſſes to the truth of what I ſay. O read, 
pray, and hear the goſpel, Do not ſpend 
your time in public-houſes and in trifling. 


The Lord bleſs you! You have not been 


careful of thoſe about you, as you ſhould 
C2 have 
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have been. —Go to Jeſus to be ſaved as a 
. inner, Do not be angry with me.—You 
know I muſt be faithful. —The Lord bleſs 

you !—You ſee I am not afraid to die.“ 
Stretching out his dying hand to receive 
his grandſon, he bid him not grieve, and 
ſaid, ©* I have preached Chriſt, now I am 
going to enjoy him. I think I ſhall be in 
heaven before morning. My next fab- 
bath will be ſpent there. I am lingering on 
the brink. I am now going to be taken 
from you. This has been, for many years, 
a praying family, I could with it ſo 7o conli- 
k nue when I am gone, You and (an old 
I! ſervant) keep up family prayer.—It will be 
il. ; your honour, —A few words from the heart 
i: 5 —be not diſcouraged. Mind not the ridi- 
c -cule of the world—attend all duties beat 
pour teſtimony againft fin in the mill love 
good men from good principles Huſe them 
kindly when they call upon you, as I have 
done. The Lord bleſs you, and be with you, 
through life, death, and to eternity! That 
is my prayer for you—l can ſay no more.” 
To a little girl, about twelve years old, 
he faid, ** Come, my little dear, I will give 
2:3 you 
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you a double portion—Benjamin's meſs, the 
Lord bleſs you!“ 

To a grand- daughter, about eleven years 
old, * Remember your dying grandfather, 
Be ſure you be a good child, and pray— 
and remember you muſt be ſaved by Jeſus 
Chriſt, if ever you are ſaved,” 

When his ſervants, who worked in his 
mill, entered his room, To the firſt he 
ſaid, ** You are morally ſober, honeſt, and 
induſtrious; but that is not religion. I 
have prayed for you, but you muſt pray for 
yourſelf—you muſt go to Jeſus Chriſt; you 
muſt be pardoned through his blood; juſti- 
fied through his righteouſneſs ; and ſancti- 
fied, and made meet for heaven. I truſt I 
have prayed and ſerved God for fifty years *, 

and 


* His firſt ſerious impreſſions were occafioned by a violent 
fever, about fifty years ago. A ſanctified fever brought him 
into the kingdom of grace ; and by a like complaint, which 
he caught in his kind attention on the fick, he had his entrance 
into the kingdom of glory. The way in which he was brought 
to preach is not out of recollection: three or four good men 
uſed, on the Sabbath evening, to repeat the ſubſtance of the 
ſermon which they had heard, for their own and the edifica- 
tion of others—he was one of them; here he had an occafion 
to ſpeak his own thoughts, which proved edifying. He was 

encouraged 
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and now I am glad to be faved as a poor 
ſinner. The Lord bleſs you!“ 


encouraged by thoſe who found them ſo, to preach from houſe 
to houſe, as opportunity offered, It muſt be remarked, that 
this little conference was a mean of keeping alive the ſpark 
of religion in theſe parts, and has produced a ſpreading flame 
within theſe laſt thirty years. The expulſion of the ſtudents 


from Oxford was a further mean of giving an eſtabliſhment 


to the goſpel among us; as the Rev. T. Grove, on his return, 
opened his honſe, and when that was found too ſmall for the 
people, he converted one of his barns into a chapel ; ſince 
which, that being found too ſmall, it has been enlarged and 
a gallery added. Our departed friend was very aſſiſting to 
Mr. Grove, and for the laſt eightcen years, in the ſame fitu- 
ation, he has moſt freely and affectionately continued to help 
me on all occaſions z rejoicing in every opportunity to do 
good, and to teſtify his love towards us: and ſuch is the 
goodneſs of God to our neighbourhood, that we can fee with 
great pleaſure another conſiderable congregation in the midſt 
of us; firſt gathered under the miniſtry of the late Rev. Mr. 
Clarke, and now eſtabliſhed under the miniſtry of the Rev. 
G. C. Brodbelt, in a chapel at Loudwater, built by Mr. W. 
Davies, from the pure motive of gratitude to his God and 
Saviour, and with an ardent wiſh to promote his glory in the 
falvation of his ſurrounding neighbours. How 1s our little one 
become a thouſznd !—I would here ſubjoin a few thoughts, 
communicated by my friend the Rev. ]. Cooke, of Maiden- 
head, relative to the call of my friend to his miniſtry. 

Dear Mr. Blackwell was a man who never read an Engliſh 
grammar, And ſome, who pride themſelves on their learn- 
ing, have ſmiled at his illiteracy, and on that account deſpiſed 
his miniſtry, Others, filled with proud ſelf-ſufficiency, have 
ſaid, 


1 
To another ſervant, whom he addreſſed 
in a-ſingular way, he ſaid, Live in peace 
with your family—with your wife and chil- 
_ dren—nor fall out, nor be contentious. The 
Lord bleſs you !” 285 
To two grandſons he ſpake, Come, 
my boys, let me bleſs you. Be ſure you be 
good boys. Let not the wicked world en- 
ſnare you. When your wicked companions _ 1 
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ſaid, * If Mr. Blackwell is qualified to preach, why may not 
I attempt it ?*”—Such would do well to recollect the following 
remarks : 8 
iſt, Mr. Blackwell entered on his miniſtry at a very dark 
time, and in a very dark place. He addreſſed thoſe who could 
underſtand him, perhaps better than if he had been a learned 
man, However, in the moſt important ſenſe, he had © the | 
tongue of the learned.” | 1 
.2dly. He was a very humble man; very reluctant to ruſh | 
into places where men of greater miniſterial talents laboured =Y 
he would not go but when neceſſity called him. 
3dly. He was a moſt eminent CHRISTIAN. He was richly | 
anointed with the Holy Ghoſt. There was a fomplicity and a 
/avour attending his converſation, his prayers, and his preach- 
ing, which gave him a diſtinguiſhed ſuperiority to many mi- 
niſters of greater gifts. 
4thly. The broad ſeal of heaven was affixed to his preach- 
ing. He was more uſeful than many—than moſt—an the ſur- 7 
rounding neighbourhood. © Tye HAND of THE Lonp 
was with him, and many believed and turned to the Lord.” 
At that time, men from whom nothing was expected, were | 
the principal inſtruments which God patronized. 
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invite you, don't conſent to them. Read your 


Bibles—pray to God—believe on the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt. - You cannot be ſaved without 
Jeſus Chriſt. The Lord bleſs you!“ 

To another of his ſervants—** What do 
you think about dying? Did you ever 
think where you were going to? You know 
there are but two places, heaven and hell.— 
When I am gone be faithful, don't deceive— 


be honeſt and upright. The Lord blets 


you!“ | 

To another ſervant—** Look on your dy- 
ing maſter ; if you was where I am, and to 
die to-night, you would ſurely go to hell; 
and if I die to night, J ſhall ſurely go to 
heaven. Your conſcience tells you, you do 
not read the word of God—you break the 
ſabbath—you do not pray in your family.” 
— Yes, maſter,” ſaid the man, I do.” 
«© Ah! when,” ſaid his maſter. ** Every 
night,“ ſaid he. And,” ſaid his maſter, 
„what do you ſay?” O,“ faid he, 
do as well as I can.“ Said his maſter, ** You 
live in fin.” Ves, maſter, I do.” Then,“ 
ſaid the good old man, * thy prayers are 
an abomination to the Lord, You do not 
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believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt you muſt: 


be changed. The Lord bleſs you!“ 


The next he ſpake to, were four little bow. 
whom he addrefſed in a very affectionate 


manner,' according to their ages, and bleſſed 
them. 

He addreſſed the next, who was an old 
ſervant, in a different manner from all the 
reſt, ** You fear God - you read and pray 
you believe in Chriſt you love, ſerve, and 
honour him — you will be ſoon with him in 
glory. I charge you to pray in this family 
when I am gone. The Lord bleſs you!“ 


To his maid ſervant—** What have you 


thought ſince I have been ill? Did you ever 
pray in fincerity—have- you any knowledge 


of Jeſus Chriſt—of ſalvation by him ? Did 


you ever ſee the danger there is in fin? Pray 
without ceaſing. The Lord bleſs you, and 
be with you through life, and death, and 


bring you to everlaſting glory !” 


— , did not een laſt Lord's day, but 


the Lord has made it up to-day. Samſon flew 
more at his death than through his whole 
life. May the Lord grant it may be ſo to- 
day! Sometimes the Lord bleſſes the words 
of dying men.“ When he ſaw them in tears 
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about him, he added, This is the ſeed-time; 


thoſe who ſow in tears, ſhall reap in joy; 
and, I truſt, it is a healing time alſo, yea, 
it is a glorious time. Theſe are my laſt le- 
gacies. yy | | 

On my coming from town to ſee him, 
on Thurſday evening, he expreſſed his con- 
cern at my being returned from the miſ- 
ſionary opportunities, and diſcovered his ſym- 
pathy at my fatigue in journeying, and told 
me he had been preaching to his people.— 
« About Thurſday,”” he added, you will 
bury me, you will then preach at Wycomb and 
at Wooburn on the ſabbath; O my Wooburn 
friends ! Let fix miniſters hold up my pall— 
ſay nothing about me.“ I ſaid, . not parti- 
cularly Nt him, —but I might ſay what 


the grace of God had done for him, in him, 


and by him.“ He ſaw the diſtinction, and 
expreſſed his ſatisfaction. Speaking of Mrs, 
Blackwell, he ſaid, I ſhall ſoon ſee her. 
What a meeting will it be! what do you 
think ſhe will ſay to me? But we do not un- 
derſtand the language of heaven now.“ It 
was replied, ſhe would welcome him there, 


I ſaid, Let me have an intereſt in your kind 


Wiſhes.” He ſaid, * You ſhall have my dy- 
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ing prayer.” And, after a ſolemn pauſe, he 
faid, ** The Lord bleſs you in your miniſtry, 
in your ſoul, in your body, in your family, 
in all you have, and in all you are — The 
Lord bleſs you !” In a ſhort prayer I then 
committed him to that God who redeemed 
him from all evil, to whom be glory for ever 
and ever, amen, and amen, The next morn- 
ing I ſaw him again; he requeſted me to 
pray that he might be diſmiſſed, and ex- 
prefled his aſſurance that he was on the rock, 
and wiſhed to be gone. Taking a little nou- 
riſhment, he ſaid, This is better than 
Chriſt had. They gave him vinegar and gall 
—this is better than I deſerve.” After taking 
a little wine—** May I want no more, till 
I drink it new in my Father's kingdom * 
On mentioning his kind friends, Mry. Wild- 
man's family, he pauſed and prayed, that 
God would give them prudence, patience, 
and giory. On the Friday he rather revived, 

but the reſtleſſneſs of death was on him all 
through the day, and at about twelve at night 
he was heard to ſay, by his kind friend Mr. 
Sleap, a little before his departure, “ Cut 
it—cut it ſhort cut it in the middle.” —It 


was ſoon done, and he winged his way to 
manſions 


(4) 
manſions of ö light and glory: where 
the ſun goes no more down, nor the moon with= 
draws herfelf—qwhere the Lord. is his everlaſt- 
ing light, and the . ood bis mn are 
ended. 


THE END. 


——— — — 
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